Comparative Effectiveness Research (CER) Questions Overview


The goal of PCORI’s work is to determine which of the options available to patients (and those who care for them) work best and in what circumstances. To do this, PCORI funds Comparative Effectiveness Research (CER) that includes patient engagement. CER questions should be based on well-documented evidence gaps as well as input from patient and other stakeholder groups.

This overview will help you determine if your ideas are able to translate into CER questions.

To decide if a question is CER, ask yourself if it is:

The next page provides a list of questions to help you determine if your ideas meet PCORI’s funding requirements, and address their merit review criteria.


Your partnership’s list of potential CER questions should be important to BOTH the research community AND the patient/stakeholder community. Questions must include:



Keep in mind that PCORI funds CER that answers key questions from the patient perspective, such as:


[bookmark: _GoBack]When transitioning from Tier II to Tier III you will need to determine the study population, evidence-based intervention, comparators, outcome, timeframe, and setting (PICOTS) within each of your CER questions.
See more about the PICOTS framework: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3430448/.

In Tier III, your partnership will select a single CER question to develop into a Letter of Intent to PCORI and a general proposal or application.


PCORI’s Funding Requirements
If the answer is yes to one of the items below, you will want to revise or remove the CER question from your list:


Additional Questions to Consider, Based on PCORI Merit Review Criteria
These are questions you’ll seek to answer by the midpoint of Tier III. Knowing your answer to these items now may help you prioritize what to move forward with as you apply for larger funding from PCORI or other funders.

See more: http://www.pcori.org/funding-opportunities/merit-review-process/merit-review-criteria 

What works best?


For whom?


Under what circumstances?


In real world settings?








What should I expect will happen to me?


What are my options and what are the potential benefits and harms of those options?


What can I do to improve the outcomes that are most important to me?


How can providers and the systems they work in help me make the best decisions about my health? 








Is this…


Looking at issues of cost? 


Asking about causality? 


Testing a new approach that is not evidence based? 


Proposing a new pilot project?


Proposing a new clinical trial? 


Developing clinical practice guidelines? 


Looking for a cause of a disease?


Describing and issue or disease?


Studying the social determinants of health? 


Improving or developing a product or application? 


Raising awareness for an issue or disease?


Implementing and measuring a delivery intervention? 

















Is this...


Comparing evidence-based interventions available to patients now, and are they the best options for comparison (would they be chosen by patients and their healthcare providers for managing the condition being studied)?


Addressing a critical gap in current knowledge as noted in systematic reviews, guideline development efforts, or previous research prioritizations?


Seeking to fill a critical gap in current knowledge, evidenced by inconsistency in clinical practice and decision making?


Making it likely to improve care through an approach that is novel or innovative, in the population being studied, or in the evidence-based intervention being evaluated?


Indicating potential for a sizeable benefit of the evidence-based intervention relative to current practice?


Focusing on outcomes of specific interest to patients and their caregivers, and using patient reported outcomes when possible?


Generating findings that will inform decision making for key stakeholders and other end-users?












Comparing options proven to be effective? 


Assessing which options are better for your population?


Comparing two or more options?


Studying the risks and benefits (outcomes) of the options?







