
CFPHE is often asked by awardees about their probability of being invited to submit an application and ultimately 

being recommended for funding. In an effort to increase transparency, PCORI and NIH both provide their funding 

rates. We have compiled the rates for both organizations here in easy-to-read pie charts for your convenience. 

 

Acceptance Rates at Each Level of the PCORI Application Process in 2015 

 
 

 
 

 

53.8% INVITED 
(228)

46.2% REJECTED
(196)

LOIs Invited to Submit an 
Application (424 Total)

84.6% SUBMITTED
(193)

15.4% DID NOT 
SUBMIT

(35)

Invited LOIs that Submitted an 
Application (228 Total)

18.1% 
RECOMMENDED 

(35)

81.9% NOT 
RECOMMENDED 

(158)

Applications Recommended for 
Funding (193 Total)



 

 

 

NIH Success Rate* for FY 2015 

*The NIH defines the Success Rate as the percentage of reviewed grant applications that receive funding. Applications 

having one or more submissions for the same project in the same fiscal year are only counted once. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources 

 
PCORI:  

 http://www.pcori.org/sites/default/files/PCORI-Board-Meeting-Presentation-Slides-062116.pdf  
 http://www.pcori.org/sites/default/files/PCORI-Board-Meeting-Presentation-Slides-092815.pdf  

NIH:  

 https://report.nih.gov/success_rates/  

20.7% AWARDED 
(14,457)

79.3% DENIED 
(158)

Success Rate for Reviewed 
Applications (69,973 Total)

http://www.pcori.org/sites/default/files/PCORI-Board-Meeting-Presentation-Slides-062116.pdf
http://www.pcori.org/sites/default/files/PCORI-Board-Meeting-Presentation-Slides-062116.pdf
http://www.pcori.org/sites/default/files/PCORI-Board-Meeting-Presentation-Slides-092815.pdf
https://report.nih.gov/success_rates/


2015 In-depth PCORI Data 

 
Broad PFA Slates Stats: 

 52% of LOIs invited to submit a full application (152 out of 292) 

 84% of invited LOIs submitted applications (128 out of 152) 

 18% of responsive applications recommended for funding (23 out of 128) 

 52% of applications recommended for funding were resubmissions (12 out of 23) 

Recommended Funding Rates by PFA 

 50% in Communication & Dissemination Research (3 out of 6) 

 30% in Improving Methods for PCORI (7 out of 50) 

 24% in Addressing Disparities (4 out of 17) 

 21% in Assessment of Prevention, Diagnosis & Treatment Options (5 out of 24) 

 12% in Improving Healthcare Systems (4 out of 33) 

Pragmatic Clinical Studies Slate Stats: 

 40% of invited LOIs invited to submit a full application (19 out of 47) 

 100% of invited LOIs submitted applications (19 out of 19) 

 5% of responsive applications recommended for funding (1 out of 19) 

Targeted PFA Stats: 

 Treatment-Resistant Depression 

o 70% of LOIs invited to submit a full application (7 out of 10) 

o 100% of invited LOIs submitted applications (7 out of 7) 

o 43% of responsive applications recommended for funding (3 out of 7) 

 

 Clinical Strategies for Managing and Reducing Long-Term Opioid Use for Chronic Pain 

o 71% of LOIs invited to submit a full application (20 out of 28) 

o 90% of invited LOIs submitted applications (18 out of 20) 

o 11% of responsive applications recommended for funding (2 out of 18) 

 

 New Oral Anticoagulants (NOACs) in the Extended Treatment of Venous Thromboembolic Disease 

o 75% of LOIs invited to submit a full application (9 out of 12) 

o 89% of invited LOIs submitted applications (8 out of 9) 

o 25% of responsive applications recommended for funding (2 out of 8) 

 

 Treatment of Multiple Sclerosis 

o 60% of LOIs invited to submit a full application (21 out of 35) 

o 62% of invited LOIs submitted applications (13 out of 21) 

o 31% of responsive applications recommended for funding (4 out of 13) 

 

 



2014 In-depth PCORI Data 

 
PCORI proposed funding 10.2% of responsive applications for funding (33 out of 325) 

Recommended Funding Rates by PFA: 

 20% in Improving Methods for PCOR (10 out of 50) 

 11.8 % in Addressing Disparities (6 out of 51) 

 8.2% in Improving Healthcare Systems (7 out of 85) 

 7.3% in Communication and Dissemination Research (3 out of 41) 

 7.1% in Assessment of Prevention, Diagnosis & Treatment Options (7 out of 98) 

Resubmission and Funding Rates: 

 22.5% of all applications received and reviewed that were resubmissions 

 16.4% of resubmissions recommended for funding versus 8.3% of new submissions 

 36.4% of funded applications that were resubmissions recommended for funding  


